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1	 SouthArk Foundation

SouthArk Community 
College has experienced 
another outstanding year. 

We have reached 
new levels of giving and 
participation in our capital 
campaign, Heritage Plaza, 
and premier fundraiser, the 
SouthArk Outdoor Expo. 
Our new programs in 
performance and media arts 
and process technology are 
growing and expanding. We 
have made great strides toward achieving the goals 
established through the 2010-2016 strategic plan. 
We are strengthening external and internal means 
of communication; engaging students in support 
and service activities; improving success rates in 
programmatic, developmental and general-education 
classes; building human, physical and fiscal resources; 
and developing and strengthening partnerships 
with area schools, universities and businesses and 

industries.
We have exceeded the mark on many initiatives. 

It takes the concerted efforts of not only faculty and 
staff, but also community members and leaders to 
expand and improve education and the quality of life 
for our citizens.

Through your support of endowed scholarships, 
students are able to attend college and pursue a career. 
Through your capital gifts, we are able to provide a 
positive educational environment and campus that is 
conducive to learning. Through your generous annual 
donations or sponsorship of SouthArk events, we 
are able to offer funds for innovative practices for 
faculty and staff, purchase state-of-the-art equipment 
for programs and provide emergency assistance to 
students.

Your support makes such a profound difference 
in the lives of our students, our faculty and staff, our 
workforce, and our community. For all you do to assist 
SouthArk to achieve our mission of educating and 
training our future workforce for south Arkansas, we 
are grateful. 

The year 2013 is my 
last as the president of the 
South Arkansas Community 
College Foundation. It has 
been very rewarding to 
see the foundation grow 
and prosper in the last few 
years.

Construction will start 
on Heritage Plaza soon. 
Our annual fundraising 
campaign is raising record 
level amounts. Thanks to 
our board members along 
with the leadership of vice president Greg Withrow, 

the Outdoor Expo has become a huge fundraiser that 
benefits students. This fall festival will continue to 
grow even more in the coming years.

Most importantly, all of these efforts are for one 
thing: education. The students who attend SouthArk 
are the ones who truly benefit from all of the work that 
this foundation does.

Scholarships, physical-plant improvements and 
new programs are foundation-supported efforts.

Thanks to each of you for supporting the work of 
the South Arkansas Community College Foundation. 
Also, thank you for the opportunity to serve on this 
board and as the president of this foundation.

College president

Foundation president
from our

from our
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H
eritage Plaza will be the architectural 
gathering place of SouthArk and 
the community alike—a visual 
representation of the college’s legacy. 
Built at the very heart of SouthArk’s 

West Campus, a location that has been home to a 
learning institution since El Dorado’s earliest days, 
the plaza will be a lively gathering place ringed with 
benches, planters, landscaping and grassy lawns where 
our students and faculty can interact on a daily basis. 
It also will be a central location for special events. 
A unique water feature can be converted into a stage 
for performances and presentations, while paved 
walkways will guide traffic to each corner of the 
campus.

To date, we have received $520,000 in pledges and 
gifts towards our goal of $700,000 in this effort.

South Arkansas Community College has a legacy 
of learning and growth in El Dorado. Now it’s time 

to pay tribute to this special place in the center of our 
community by giving a generous gift to make Heritage 
Plaza a reality.

We consider it an honor to recognize our benefac-
tors who have invested in our vision. Your name, or 
the name of someone who you wish to honor, will be 

recognized for your support.
Naming opportunities: fountain-

stage $125,000; lawns $20,000; trees 
$15,000; benches $9,000.

Additional naming opportunities 
may be considered at your request.

Levels of giving: Diamond 
$6,000; Platinum $3,000; Gold 
$1,500; Silver $750; Bronze $300; 

Pewter $150; Copper $50.
Gifts may be pledged over three years.
You may purchase a beautiful engraved brick on 

the donor wall in honor of memory of a loved one for 
$100.

History grows here
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HERITAGE PLAZA

Engraved donor 
wall brick in 
honor or memory 
of loved one:

$100
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3	 SouthArk Foundation

Sowing the seeds

CORPORATE DONATIONS

Tetra Technologies recently donated 
$5,000 to benefit the process 
technology program.

Entegra-Union Power Partners 
recently donated $3,000 to benefit 
Heritage Plaza.

Georgia-Pacific Crossett Paper 
Operations recently donated $10,000 
to benefit the process technology 
program.

Tom Loftin Construction, title sponsor, 
donated $7,500 toward the SouthArk 
Outdoor Expo fundraising effort.

Herring Furniture, rib cookoff sponsor, do-
nated $5,000 toward the SouthArk Outdoor 
Expo fundraising effort.

El Dorado Chemical donated $4,200 toward 
the SouthArk Outdoor Expo fundraising 
effort.

Nexans Amercable, 5K sponsor, donated 
$6,000 to toward the SouthArk Outdoor 
Expo fundraising effort.
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Cultivation
ANNUAL DONOR-SCHOLAR LUNCHEON

D
onors and 
scholarship 
recipients were 
brought together in 
the spring for the 

annual Donor-Scholar Luncheon, 
hosted by the SouthArk 
Foundation, at the El Dorado 
Conference Center.
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Just keeps growing

southark outdoor expo

5	 SouthArk Foundation

T
he SouthArk Outdoor Expo, an annual 
major fundraiser for the SouthArk 
Foundation, brought in more than 
$57,000 this year.

Held each September, the Expo 
attracts visitors, as well as sponsors, vendors and 
contest participants, from a large area around El 
Dorado. 

This year the event featured a photography 
contest, cooking contest, duck-calling contest and 
a 5K race.

With fantastic weather and a new focus on 
musical entertainment—including headliner Jason 
D. Williams, a piano-playing El Dorado native—
organizers called the turnout the largest in the 
event’s history.
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S
ome say that life 
begins at 40; 
for Josephine 
Harris, this 
year’s SouthArk 

Academic All-Star, 40 
was the start of her college 
journey.

Already a nursing 
assistant, she enrolled at 
South Arkansas Community 
College and began classes 
on her 40th birthday, 
pursuing a certificate in practical nursing. It was a 
career path that she set out on initially many years 
prior.

After she had graduated from Strong High School 
in 1987, Harris’ father asked her what she wanted to 
do for the rest of her life.

“I told him I wanted to be a nurse so that I could 
make a difference in people’s lives,” Harris said. 
“At the time I had a child who was getting ready to 
start kindergarten, so I decided that I need to make a 
difference in her life first.”

Harris became a CNA; her daughter grew up, went 

Opportunity to blossom 

JOSEPHINE HARRIS

T
he first employee hired by the former Southern State 
College-El Dorado, business professor Dr. Carolyn 
Langston has distinguished herself through her dedication 
to student learning, career achievements and professional 
development. For these reasons she was selected this year 

for the Spirit of SouthArk President’s Award.
Hired to teach, she nonetheless worked in a variety of capacities as 

the institution was being established, including hiring employees and 
enrolling students.

Her influence has extended into financial philanthropy as well, 
as she has established two fully-endowed scholarships for student 
learning through the SouthArk Foundation.

After more than 33 years as a faculty member, Langston continues 
to teach at the college full-time and is one of the most respected and 
impactful instructors at SouthArk, to both students and employees.

From our infancy

Dr. carolyn langston

7	 SouthArk Foundation

to college herself and now is a doctor of physical 
therapy, having graduated from the University of 

Central Arkansas in 2008.
Shortly after, Harris’ mother died suddenly with 

an aneurysm; that was the day, Harris said, that she 
decided to begin full-fledged pursuit of a nursing 
career.

“I decided to enroll in SouthArk because it was 
close to home, the class scheduling was flexible 
enough to allow me to continue work and participate 
in my other two kids’ activities at school and the staff 
would go above and beyond to ensure you get the help 
you need in order to succeed,” she said.

She described it as amazing that she graduated with 
a practical-nursing certificate with highest honors—a 
distinction that goes to the top academic performers.

Harris went on to similar success in the registered 
nursing program, from which she graduated this fall 
with an associate’s degree.

She isn’t finished yet; Harris’ long-term goal is to 
become a nurse practitioner.

“It has not been easy but by putting God first, I 
have exceeded above all that I could ever imagine,” 
she said.
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K
ermit and Jennifer Parks have been 
important contributors to the success 
of South Arkansas Community College 
and its predecessors for many years, 
he as an administrator and later an 

instructor and board member, she as an instructor.
Both have been consistent supporters of the 

SouthArk Foundation through charitable giving, and 
are members of the Foundation’s Pathway Society. Dr. 
Kermit Parks established an endowed scholarship for 
students interested in public service.

Kermit Parks came to the former El Dorado 
branch of Southern State College as the director 
of community service, then was the college’s chief 
academic officer for 15 years. He was an instructor of 
history and political science at SouthArk for another 
decade, then from 2003-2009 was the secretary of the 
SouthArk Board of Trustees.

“Seldom in one’s career is anyone given the 
opportunity to help build a college from its beginning 
and watch it grow to a major part of the community,” 
Kermit Parks said.

Among his many community service pursuits, he 
has held officies with the El Dorado-Union County 
NAACP, the South Arkansas Regional Archives, the 
El Dorado Planning and Zoning Commission, the El 
Dorado chapter of Civitan International, the Salvation 
Army Advisory Committee and the South Arkansas 
Historical Foundation.

Dr. Jennifer Parks came to SouthArk in 1998 to 
help launch the physical therapist assistant program, 
which has grown into one of the most respected and 
recognized programs at the college. Students come 
from great distances to pursue this educational track; 

graduates are 
licensed and 
employed at a 
very high rate.

Jennifer 
Parks also 
recently 
wrapped a year-
long term as 
board president 

At our roots

Drs. kermit and jennifer parks
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of the Arkansas 
Association 
of Two-Year 
Colleges. She 
was the first 
SouthArk 
representative 
to achieve this 
office.

She also was 
a member of the 
Arkansas State Board of Physical Therapy.

“After only 15 years, I consider El Dorado my 
home,” Jennifer Parks said. “The friendships and 
professional relationships I have made throughout 
the community and at the college have truly been a 
blessing. I greatly value the impact that SouthArk 
has had on my life and I appreciate its impact on the 
community.”



Heritage Society

$250,000 or more
Estate of Norris C. Taylor, Jr.

Pathway Society

$100,000 - $250,000
Anonymous Donor
Arkansas Single-Parent Scholarship Fund
First Financial Bank
William C. Howard
James Family
Dr. Carolyn and Ralph Langston
Murphy Oil Corporation
Drs. Kermit and Jennifer Parks
Lucy Anne Ring Trust
Simmons First Bank
Charlie and Camilla Thomas

Vanguard Society

$50,000 - $99,999
BancorpSouth
El Dorado Chemical Company
Murphy Foundation
SHARE Foundation
United Way of Union County

Cornerstone Society

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous Family Foundation 
City of El Dorado
Cooper Standard Automotive
Corporation for National and Community Service
Deltic Timber Corporation
El Dorado Advertising and Promotion Comm.
Entegra - Union Power Partners LP
Entergy Arkansas
Lanatter and Herb Fox
Georgia-Pacific Corporation
Great Lakes Solutions
Phil and Donna Herring/Herring Furniture
Lion Oil Company
Medical Center of South Arkansas
Deborah and William C. Nolan, Jr.
Union County Department of Human Services

President’s Society

$10,000 - $24,999
Charlotte and John Abbott
Alpha Xi Chapter, ESA
Anonymous Foundation 
Edwin and Diane Alderson
James and Edith Baine
John S. and Martha Beebe
Cleve Blagg Pickering Trust
Mrs. Charles E. Cowger
El Dorado Civitan Club
El Dorado Development Corporation
El Dorado Jaycees
Dr. Steve and Clara Jones
Dr. Kathleen Matlock
John and Sherry Milam/Milam Construction

Don D. Montgomery
Jim and Judy Moore
Nexans Amercable
Susan and Wade Neely
Mrs. William C. Nolan, Sr.
Mrs. Chesley Pruet
Regions Bank
Joyce Rutledge/Rutledge Properties
Dr. and Mrs. Henry B. Rogers
Jo An Skinner
Ruth M. Smith
Jeff and Sara Teague/Teague Auto Group
Willie and Brenda Terry
Tetra Technologies, Inc.
Union County Community Foundation
Mrs. Ben T. Whitfield
Dr. and Mrs. David M. Yocum

Keystone Society

$2,500 - $9,999
AAT&T
Alice-Sidney Oil Company
Alltel Corporation
Apex Redi-Mixed Concrete Company
BCS, Inc.
John and Jennifer Baine
Phillip Ballard
Jeanne and Tom Baumgardner
Dr. Ken Bridges
Dr. Lura and James Brown
Steve and Celeste Cameron
Dr. Val Cantu
Judge Robin and Leslie Carroll
Adam Choate
Clean Harbors Environmental Services
Walter Compton
Steve and Janet Cousins
Walter and Susan Cowger
Cross Roofing and Sheet Metal
Del-Tin Fiber
Elaine and Claiborne Deming
Beverly and John Dews
Diploma Nurses of Arkansas
Elizabeth and Dwayne Dugal
DuPont
Evers, Cox and Gober P.L.L.C.
Dessie Ford
Frac-N-Vac Tanks, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. George Haefner
Raymond and Patsy Higgins
Ideal Management Co., Inc.
Gwenda Island
Dr. Ben and Sherrel Johnson
Dr. Barbara Jones
Ken Kelley/Pro Med Ambulance
Dr. Tim Kirk
Tom and Mary Ann Loftin/Loftin Construction Co.
Joffre and Pat Long
Nick and Virginia Macchiarolo
Sandra and George Maguire
Martin Lubricants
Jane and Vernie Meador
Julia Mobley
Terry and Angie Norman/Nortran, Inc.
Paula O’Connor
Panda Energy International, Inc.

9	 SouthArk Foundation

Based on fiscal year 
ending on June 30, 
2013.

Our supporters

Pete and Renee Parks
Plum Creek Timber Company
Polk Stanley Wilcox Architects
Premier Outdoor Sales
Cynthia Reyna
Jane and Jack Reynolds
Dr. George Roberts
Rotary Club of El Dorado
Drs. Pam and Michael Schonefeld
Dr. Steve and Michelle Smart
Smackover State Bank
Ann Southall
Southwestern Bell
Systems Contracting Corporation
Timberland Bank
Union County Judge
United Insurance Agency, Inc.
Dinah and Kenny Van Hook
Wal-Mart
Dr. Steve and Judy Ward
Carol and Lewis Whatley and Family
Judie and Knox White
Lucy and Greg Withrow
Dr. Jessie Wrenn
Beverly and John Yocum

Platinum Society

$1,000 - $2,499
All-Star Recycling
Carl Amason
Anthony Forest Products
Butch Atkins/Atkins Electric Company

B & B Contractors
Rodney Bartchy
Patricia Bates
Oliver Borden
Sue Bowman	
Robert R. Brown Jr.
Peter and Cherie Buletza
Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc.
C. A. Duncan, Inc.
Becky and Ernie Cagle
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Calahan
Dr. J. C. and Pat Callaway
CES Construction
Sam Chamberlain
CP&P Construction
Veronica Creer
Henry Culbreth
Keitha Davidson
Delta Press
Developmental Disabilities Provider Association
Diamond Agency
DMC Carter Chambers
Ted and Lyn Drake
Robert and Jane Dudley
Dr. Kristi Elia
El Dorado Kiwanis Club
El Dorado Water Utilities
ESCO Electrical
Express Way Stores
Kevin and Claudia Fitzgerald
Melinda Hays Gatheright
Connie and Wayne Gibson
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Diane Gilleland
Brenda Ginger 
Glenn Mechanical
Helen Griffith
Jim and Doris Hackney
Donna and Lathan Hairston
Victoria and Shelton Harden
Randy Haynie
Carolane and John Hays/Hays Rental 
Chris and Anne Hegi
Donna Hendricks
Hepco, Inc.
Randy and Glenda Jerry
Susan Jordan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Kelley
Mrs. Curtis A. Kinard
Francis Kuykendall
Helen Landes
Roger Landes
Scott Larkin
John and Susan Lowery
Alice Mahony
Jodie and Bettie Anne Mahony
Michael E. Mahony
Mangum Contracting, Inc.
Richard and Vertis Mason
Madelyne M. and Edward C. McCarty
Mrs. H.C. McKinney
Jerry and Jack McNutt
Melvin’s Discount Pharmacy
Cynthia Meyer
Carol Benson Mitchell 
Debra Mock
Gordene and John Ed Moore
Murphy Motors
Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. Murfee
NAACP
Tamara O’Gwin
Dr. Marc and Patti Parnell
Dr. Lynn Persyn
Dr. Allan and Janey Pirnique
Pilgrim’s Pride
George W. Price
Dr. Terry Puckett
Robert Ragsdale
Dr. Alan Rasco
Robert and Paula Reynolds
Michael Roberts
M. Maurice Rogers
Drs. Janet and Jack Ryan
Securitas Security, Inc.
Shuler Drilling Company, Inc.
David Skinner
South Arkansas Human Resources Association
South Arkansas Telephone Company, Inc.
June Southall
Southern Bancorp
Story Floor and Carpet, Inc.
SWAPDD, INC.
Linda and Stan Sweeney
Kyle Swift
Mr. and Mrs. John Talpas
Veronda Tatum
Thomas, Hickey & Shepherd, LLP
Trotter Nissan Chrysler Dodge Jeep
Tyson Foods, Inc.
Linda and Mike Warren
Mary Ellen Wilson

Gold Society

$500 - $999
4R Marketing
Dr. Elaine Allen

Larry W. Andrews
Beryl Anthony
 Mary Pat Cook Anthony
Arkansas Blue Cross Blue Shield
Aurelle Water Association
Patricia and Gary Bates
Mike Beebe
Jay Bradford
Jeanette Brown
Ginger and Jerry Bullard
Beth Burns
B.H. & M. Oil
Natalie Callaway
Carol & Witt Stephens Charitable Foundation
Dr. Susan K. Chappell
Chem Treat
Columbian Chemicals Company
Compton, Prewett, Thomas, & Hickey
Margaret Compton
W. L. Cook
Frank DiCristina
Bobby J. Edmonds
El Dorado Forward
Jason Ellen
Scott Ellen
Dr. Wayne and Doll Elliott
Enterprise Products
Evers Electric, Inc.
First Bank of South Arkansas
Shirley Garison
Amy E. Garner
Bert Giller
Jay Glass
Grace Railroad Contractors
Janis K. Givens
Dr. and Mrs. Ed Henley
Gretchen Henry
Barbara Hogg
Brenda Holmes
Dean G. Inman
Corbet Lamkin
Lawrence Electric
Luther Lewis
Valerie Lewis
Long’s Roofing & Sheet Metal
Charles Lovett
Mac’s Tree Service 
Magnolia Specialized Services, Inc.
Martin Transport
James W. Matheney
Denny McConathy
Carroll McGarity
Tammi McKinnon
McLarty Companies
Tandy Menefee
Pamela A. Mulligan
Brenda Murphree
Mustard Seed Financial
Roslyn Nipper
Betty Linda Nolan
Charles “Ricky” Palmer
Charles Pepper
Brian Price
Puska’s Machine Shop
John G. Ragsdale
Mary Kathryn Reaves
Anita F. Reisdorff
Bob Risor
Robert L. Robinson IV
Laura Rogers
Preston Rogers
David Ross

Leslie J. Sauer
Sewell Oil Company
Dennis Shackleford
Sherman Brothers Trucking
Dr. John Simpson
Dr. and Mrs. Scott Simpson
Teresa C. Smith
Sports Alley
TDS Erectors
Shari Terry
Randall M. and Sylvia Thompson
Judy and Randle Tomlinson
TopCor Services
Trio Production Company, LLC
Kimberly Vaughn
Dr. Susanne Wache
Kevin Waldrum
Paul Waschka
Lawrence Waschka
Watco Companies, LLC
Bob Watson
Steve Wells
John White
Sherri Whitehead
William P. Cook and Associates
Mary Jo Williams
David Wilson
Lauri Wilson
Don Zimmerman

Silver Society

$250 - $499
David Alphin
Dr. Carlos Anaya
Scott Andrews
Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation
Arnold-Baker Chevrolet Co.
Berry and Associates
Judy and Billy Blann
Karen Boykin
Jay Brooks
Jeffery T. Brown
Dr. D’Orsay and Karen Bryant
Janice Bush
Bruce Butterfield
James A. Buttry
Sterling Claypoole
Venie Craig
Edward Crowe
Jay Dickey
Kerlin Drake
Deborah Edney
El Dorado Glass and Mirror
Erwin & Company, P.A.
Fairview Community Development Association
Dr. Daniel G. Ford
Jo Ellen Frost
Ginny Garner
Garner and Dunham, CPA
David Griffith
Louis T. Hall, III
Charley Hankins 
Susan Hanson
Catherine Harrell
Jo Harrison
Carolyn Hart
The Honorable Susan and Joe Hickey
Dr. Curtis Hill
Mark Hudson
Dr. Edwina Hunter
John Ingram, Inc.
Sheila Jones

Alvin Kelly
Tonya Kendrix
Mrs. Frances Landers
Rodney Landes, Jr.
Langley Properties, LLC
James B. Larsen
Cal Ledbetter
Randy Lee
Mike Loftin
Barbie Luther
Dewayne Mahurin
Tom Mangum
Kenneth Mann
Tim Massanelli
Ellen J. McGowan
Jesse McWilliams
Dottie Medlin
Rudy Moore
Debra Moring
David Murphy
Suzanne and Madison Murphy
Lonnie Nelson
New Olive Baptist Church
Bobby and Joanne Newman
Allen Newton
Betty Owen
Grace Palculict
Terry Patterson
Benny C. Petrus
Diane Pieroni
The Honorable David Pryor
Dr. Thomas Quinn
Rainbow of Challenges, Inc.
Dan Redmond
Gray Richardson
Lynda Richardson
Sheila Risher
Johnnie Roebuck
Michelle Rogers
Heather Rowe
Kathryn Schopfer
Dr. Steve Scott
Phoebe Sellers
Dr. Jim Sheppard
Billye Schofner
Alma Slatten
Elizabeth Spencer
Betty Stinson
Bill H. Stovall, III
Systems Spray-Cooled Equipment Company
Melba Tatom
Denver Thornton
Chris R. Thyer
Jim Tidwell
Todd’s Arkansas Service Company
J.D. Trimble, Jr.
Dr. Stephanie Tully-Dartez
Jim Warnock
Bobby Warren
Shirley Wells
Genevieve White
Mary Lou Whitfield
Nancy Whitmore
Doyle Williams
J. T. Williamson
Benny Wilson
Christy Wilson
Al Witte
Rose M. Young
Young’s Funeral Directors
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11	 SouthArk Foundation

T
he first production 
of the new 
performance and 
media arts program 
at SouthArk, 

Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
“H.M.S. Pinafore,” had an 
ensemble cast, large crew and 
unforgettable staging. The 
South Arkansas Arts Center 
stage became the deck of the 
Pinafore; about 50 people were 
involved in the production of 
the comic opera in the spring.

The SouthArk Foundation 
supports such projects through 
its Fine Arts Fund.

Talent on display

“H.M.S. PINAFORE”

A
utumn at the 
Arboretum 
is an annual 
event at the 
South Arkansas 

Arboretum—a park under the 
management of South Arkansas 
Community College. 

With changing foliage 
overhead, visitors of all 
ages experienced cooler 
temperatures, graying skies, 
many decorative pumpkins 
scattered throughout the area 
and jazz music by the local 
high-school band.

The SouthArk Foundation 
supports the Arboretum 
through charitable gifts.

Fun outdoors

Autumn at the Arboretum
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W
hen Beth 
Sullivan 
first 
learned 
that 

she had been selected as 
SouthArk’s Oustanding 
Alumna for 2013-2014, she 
felt disbelief, she said.

But really, it makes 
a lot of sense: After 
graduating from Parkers 
Chapel High School in 1989, Sullivan enrolled at 
Southern Arkansas University’s El Dorado branch, 
and graduated in 1992, transferring to SAU’s main 
campus. She later graduated with a bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in education, with an emphasis in 
gifted education.

After several years teaching, she came back to 
SouthArk as an instructor for two years, before 
becoming the gifted and talented coordinator for the El 
Dorado School District.

She did all of this as the first person in her family to 
graduate college with a bachelor’s degree.

Oustanding Alumna

BETH SULLIVAN

M
athamatics instructor Christy Wilson is described by 
her students as “an amazing teacher” who “goes the 
extra mile to make sure you succeed in her class.” In 
the spring semester, Wilson was selected by SouthArk 
students to receive the G. Thomas Baumgardner 

Students’ Choice Award.
Wilson, a teacher at SouthArk since 2011, has helped developmen-

tal and college math students succeed in a strong, interactive learning 
environment.

She is a graduate of El Dorado High School and an alumnus of 
SouthArk. After graduating with an associate’s degree in general 
studies, she transferred to Southern Arkansas University where she 
graduated with bachelor’s degrees in English and math and in teaching 
English and math in grades five through 12, and a master’s degree in 
curriculum and instruction. 

Students’ Choice

Christy wilson
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Her experiences at SouthArk, Sullivan said, both 
as a student and as a teacher, paved the way for later 
successes.
Citing several examples of SouthArk instructors 

who influenced her, Sullivan said, “The passion for 
their subject matter as well as their rapport with 
students provide great models of effective teachers and 
classrooms.”

The prospect of working with great instructors is 
one reason why Sullivan wanted to return to SouthArk 
in a teaching capacity, she said.

“Also, the possibility of advising first-generation 
college students was very appealing to me,” she said.

Overseeing a district-wide gifted-and-talented 
program comes with unique activities, she said.

“One day I may be preparing a scavenger hunt for 
first graders to identify animal tracks in the woods of 
Moro Bay State Park, and the next I may be making 
reservations for 100 sixth graders to take a train ride 
through the Boston Mountains,” she said. “Planning 
for so many events is truly a unique part of my job!” 

Sullivan noted that her only sibling died as a high-
school senior.

“With her passing went the hopes and dreams my 
parents had for her future accomplishments,” she said. 
“This award is doubly special for us.”
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Through the years

W.F. and estelle mcwilliams house The funds will be used primarily to repair the 
house’s roof, eaves and gutters. A secondary purpose 
for the grant is to create a master plan for further pres-
ervation, renovation and long-term use.

The college’s administration building (opened in 
1905) and gymnasium (opened in 1940), also on the 
West Campus, both already are on the National Reg-
ister. The McWilliams House will provide a backdrop 
on the other end of what will be Heritage Plaza, the 
open-air beautification project currently in develop-
ment, when it is complete.

SouthArk has owned the historic home since 2006, 
under the agreement that the property will be placed 
into the care of the college fully whenever its current 
occupants discontinue residence.

13	 SouthArk Foundation

S
outh Arkansas Community College learned 
in October that the W.F. and Estelle 
McWilliams House on the West Campus 
had been accepted for the National 
Register of Historic Places.

The National Register is the country’s official list 
of historically-significant properties.

The home is at the corner of Summit Avenue and 
Wesson Street. It currently is occupied by Claude and 
Glynn Calahan, who have lived there since the late 
1960s.

The announcement came just months after the col-
lege learned that it would be awarded a $200,000 grant 
from the Arkansas Natural and Cultural Resources 
Council to begin restoring the house.
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Boundless generosity
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share foundation programs that further 
health education, 
provide student schol-
arships and support 
access to education,” 
SouthArk’s nominat-
ing letter read.

In 2011, SHARE 
awarded SouthArk a 
$545,000 grant to fund 

its Health Science Professional Development Center, 
which provides a myriad of professional-development 
opportunities as well as state-of-the-art equipment. 
SHARE has given more than $72,000 throughout the 
lifetime of the Union County Single Parent Scholar-
ship Fund. Earlier this year SHARE also gave $6,000 
to establish the Cooperating Collection of the Founda-
tion Center of New York at the college library.

T
he Council for Resource Development, 
a national professional organization 
dedicated to fundraising at two-year 
colleges, this fall selected SHARE 
Foundation as its Community College 

Benefactor of the Year for small rural schools.
In its 20th year, the award seeks to recognize 

individuals, foundations or corporations whose philan-
thropy have benefited community colleges. SHARE, a 
consistent donor to South Arkansas Community Col-
lege, was recognized officially in a banquet in Wash-
ington in November.

Representatives of SouthArk nominated SHARE 
earlier this year.

“Funds provided by this local non-profit founda-
tion have allowed the college to develop services and 



The SouthArk Foundation Board of Directors 
thanks the many donors who have financially sup-

ported and shown commit-
ment to the college in many 
ways.  Due to the generous 
support from individuals, 
business and industry and 
our family of college em-
ployees, SouthArk is the 
premiere choice of educa-
tion for many students in 
south Arkansas. 

With your support, many 
of our students are making 
their dreams become a real-
ity through the varied schol-

arships and special projects 
for which they have received 

support. Seeing our students go to school while jug-
gling their many other responsibilities and completing 
their education is most inspiring. Your generosity is 
helping to produce and strengthen a trained and quali-
fied workforce, making our community a great place 

Foundation director
from our

15	 SouthArk Foundation

FOUNDATION BOARD
Terry Norman, President

Greg Withrow, Vice President
Melissa Jerry, Treasurer
Robin Carroll, Secretary

Dr. Kristi Elia
Wayne Gibson
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Phil Herring
Jay Helm

Jane James
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John Milam
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Kyle Swift

Jeff Teague
Shari Terry

Charles Thomas
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in which to live and work.  
With your many gifts, we continue to invest in pro-

moting advanced technology, growing our curriculum, 
and improving our facilities.  These efforts are made 
possible so that we may provide the best and most 
economical education to the citizens in our communi-
ty.  Together, we are creating wonderful opportunities 
and touching lives across south Arkansas.  Thank you 
again for your commitment to SouthArk.
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Your gift can turn dreams into 
reality. There are many ways to 
contribute:

•Cash, checks, credit cards
•Marketable securities or stocks
•Real estate
•Life insurance
•Charitable remainder trust
•Gift annuity
•Will (bequest)
•Corporate matching gift

Support student scholarships
While tuition remains reason-

able, the combined cost of educa-
tional and living expenses means 
that many students require financial 
aid. The foundation’s privately-
funded scholarship program 
provides that aid for hundreds of 

students each year.
Memorial and tribute gifts

You may provide these gifts in 
loving memory of a friend or fam-
ily member or to mark a special 
occasion. They are a unique way to 
pay tribute to those who are dear to 
you. Be sure to give us the names 
and contact information of friends 
and loved ones as we will send 
a special card recognizing your 
generosity.

Planned gifts
We hope you will remember 

SouthArk in your gift planning 
process. There are many ways to 
make a lasting commitment and 
leave a legacy to the college and its 

students. Planned gifts can provide 
tremendous benefit to the col-
lege while helping you save taxes, 
increase your income and pass your 
estate to your heirs. All gifts to 
the SouthArk Foundation are tax-
deductible.

Online donations
You can make your gift online 

at www.southark.edu/foundation. 
Click on “Giving.” Or you can 
fill out the enclosed pledge card 
and mail it back to us with your 
donation using the enclosed self-
addressed envelope.

For more information, contact 
Cynthia Reyna at (870) 864-7130 
or creyna@southark.edu.

Scholarships
Alpha Xi Endowed 
Dr. Kenneth Bridges 
Robert R. Brown Jr. 
Choral  
Charles E. Cowger Endowed 
El Dorado Civitan Golden Door Endowed 
El Dorado Jaycees Endowed 
General 
Health Sciences 
Island Memorial 
James Family Endowed 
Langston Endowed
Living the Dream 
Omazel Lawson Endowed 
Jodie Mahony Endowed 
Mabel and Emon Mahony Endowed 
Michael Mahony/BancorpSouth Endowed 
MCSA/Betty White Endowed 
James M. Moore Jr. Endowed 
Neely Endowed 
Dr. Kermit Parks Public Service Endowed 
E.W. Pickering Endowed 
Mabel Stratton Powell Endowed 
ProMed Ambulance 
REACH
Lucy Ring Academic Excellence Endowed 

Lucy Ring Fine Arts Endowed 
Simmons First Bank Endowed 
Single Parent  Fund of Union County
Jo An and Charles T. Skinner Endowed 
Melba Tatom Nursing Endowed 
William Jammillous (Jay) Terry 
Trade and Industry 
Jonathan M. Warren Memorial 
Dr. Ben T. Whitfield Endowed

Other Funds
Innovation Mini-Grant
Student Crisis
SouthArk Library
Student Vision Care
South Arkansas Arboretum
SouthArk Lecture Series
Fine Arts
President’s Circle
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The independent audit of the SouthArk Foundation Inc. was prepared by the firm of Evers, Cox and Gober, P.L.L.C. The 
complete audit for the fiscal year ending on June 30, 2013, is available for review at the Foundation office and website.

Assets
Current Assets

Cash and cash equivalents	 $       927,437	
Pledges receivable, current portion	 59,875	
Accrued interest receivable	 173
Prepaid expenses	 2,921
Investments	 1,470,095

Total Current Assets	 2,460,501

Fixed Assets, at cost
Computer software	 6,365
Property and equipment	 50,126
		  56,491	
Less:  accumulated depreciation and amortization	 39,998

Total Fixed Assets	 16,493

Other Assets
Antique furniture	 2,410
Pledges receivable, non-current portion	 66,611

Total Other Assets	 69,021

		  $   2,546,015

Current Liabilities
Accounts payable	 $          11,484
Scholarships payable	 10,445
Refundable advances	 36,730

Total Current Liabilities	 58,659

Net Assets
Unrestricted	 1,393,805
Unrestricted – Board designated	 30,000	
Temporarily restricted	 1,063,551

Total Net Assets	 2,487,356

		  $   2,546,015	

Liabilities and net assets

Financial
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FOUNDATION Asset Growth
Fiscal years ending June 30
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WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?
Fiscal year ending June 20, 2013

Scholarships
and grants

65%

Fundraising

18%

Management
and general

17%

Chart excludes in-kind expenses.
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