
South Arkansas Community College 
Board of Trustee Meeting - Minutes 

September 17, 2019, 3:45 p.m. 
East Campus - Center for Workforce Development - Room 121 

Trustees: Steve Cousins, Dr. Kermit Parks, Jose Covas, Gary Griffis, Melissa Jerry, Tasha Sinclair, 
Crystal Yeager 
Via Phone: Wayne Gibson 
Staff Present: Benjamin Cagle, Brandi Cotterman, Gary Hall, Caroline Hammond, David Henry, 
LaBreshia Hicks, Michele Hildreth, Dean Inman, Dr. Barbara Jones, Dr. Tim Kirk, Kathy Modica, Derek 
Moore, Alejandra Munoz, Dr. Michael Murders, Cynthia Reyna, Philip Shackelford, Mary Kate Sumner, 
Carey Tucker, Dr. Stephanie-Dartez, Heath Waldrop, Christy Wilson, Ray Winiecki, and Dr. Jim Yates 
Others Present: Caleb Slinkard, El Dorado News-Time 

I. Call to Order -Mr. Steve Cousins, Chair, called the meeting to order at 3 :45 p.m.

II. Recognitions and Awards -Dr. Barbara Jones
Recognized the following:
• Kathy Modica - The Executive Assistant to the President; a seasoned SouthArk Employee of
20 years
• Members of the SouthArk Leadership Academy Class V (which will start in October 2019)

1. Andrew Fielder
2. Gary Hall
3. Kathy Modica
4. Alejandra Munoz
5. Mary Kate Sumner

• ACC Leadership Representative - Ms. Christy Wilson; also Dr. Murders is representing Union
County Leadership Institute for SouthArk and next year Mr. Ray Winiecki will be representing.
Dr. Jones stated that she's excited to support the various leaders on campus, and to grow
SouthArk's own so that they will be able to represent the college in many different forms and
fashions in the future.
• PBL National Award Winners recognized (complete list was sent out in June). These
exceptional students competed against two and four year colleges:

• Administrative Technology - Abigail Davis 1st place
• Cyber Security - Daniel Hill 2nd place

Will Clayton 6th place 
Brett Carter 7th place 

• Accounting Principles - Bradley Cook 3rd place

III. Approval ofReg11lar Meeting Minutes -Regular Minutes of May 21, 2019 -Board approved
minutes. Phone participant: Mr. Wayne Gibson, aye.

IV. Approval of Consent Agenda- Mr. Cousins asked if any items needed to be moved from the
consent agenda to the regular agenda for discussion/comments/questions. There were none
A. Personnel Report - Discussion: Mr. Jose Covas asked for the total Employment Count, and

Dr. Jones stated there are currently approximately 156 positions filled, and several positions
are still open. She also stated employment fluctuates because of grants. Dr. Stephanie Tully
Dartez also stated how employees' transition from one position to another. Chair, Steve
Cousins stated he was aware of several SouthArk employees who had left because of
personal family reasons such as spouse transfers.
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